Dentistry--who is in charge? Workforce and training.
The quality of dental schools and of dental education in the 1990s will continue to influence the stature of the workforce and of the profession well into the 21st century. Undergraduate and postgraduate enrollments and related recurrent funding in universities are determined by the Department of Employment, Education and Training which identifies national priority areas, particularly those with export earning potential, for preferential development. Dental schools have not benefited from these initiatives. Political agendas will be increasingly important in altering the emphasis toward education and health in the future, and leaders of the profession must actively seek greater involvement with authorities and committees which are advisory to governments.